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SUBJECT: JOINT BUSINESS COUNCIL - MESSAGE FROM UNDER 
SECRETARY ROBINSON 

1. AS EMBASSY IS AWARE, U.S. CHAMBER HAS ASKED FOR MESSAGE 
TO BE DELIVERED AT OPENING OF JOINT BUSINESS COUNCIL MEET- 
ING EEBRUARY 2. PARA 2 BELOW CONTAINS TEXT OF MESSAGE EROM 
UNDER SECRETARY ROBINSON, WHO BRIEFED THE U.S. DELEGATION 
TO THE JBC ON JANUARY 7. MESSAGE MAY BE READ EITHER BY 
ORVILLE FREEMAN OR OTHER SPOKESMAN, AS APPROPRIATE. 

2. BEGIN TEXT - THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A JOINT BUSINESS 
COUNCIL COMPOSED OF SENIOR REPRESENTATIVES OF COMMERCE AND 
INDUSTRY IN INDIA AND THE UNITED STATES WAS A KEY INITIAT- 
IVE ENDORSED BY THE INDO- AMERICAN JOINT COMMISSION DURING 
ITS OCTOBER 1975 MEETING IN WASHINGTON. THE COUNCIL WAS 
SEEN AS MAKING A USEFUL AND CONSTRUCTIVE CONTRIBUTION TO 
THE STRENGTHENING OF BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL TIES BETWEEN 
THE UNITED STATES AND INDIA. WE BELIEVE THAT THE COUNCIL 
WILL MAKE IT EASIER FOR THOSE WHO ARE DIRECTLY ENGAGED IN 
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BILATERAL TRADE AND INVESTMENT TO MAKE AN IMPACT UPON THE 
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RELEVANT POLICIES OE BOTH GOVERNMENTS. I ASSURE YOU THAT 
THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT WELCOMES AND VALUES YOUR COM- 
MENTS AND WILL GIVE CAREEUL CONSIDERATION TO YOUR ADVICE 
AND RECOMMENDATIONS. WE CONGRATULATE YOU ON YOUR DECIS- 
ION TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS IMPORTANT ENDEAVOR AND WISH YOU 
EVERY SUCCESS WITH YOUR WORK. END TEXT. KISSINGER 
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